
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT 

 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE 
To graduate from high school, students are required to pass one exam on the Missouri                             
Constitution and government and another exam on the U.S. Constitution and                     
government. If they do not pass both examinations with a score of 70% or higher,                             
they will not earn credit for the course regardless of course grade.   
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Course description 
American government is a one-semester course providing a survey of the U.S. national government and the 
Missouri state government. You will learn about the development and structure of U.S. government, the 
functions and issues of the national government, the justice system and civil liberties, and local government 
and participation in government. You also will analyze a “problem of democracy” by reading a book about 
the American prison system, poverty, or some other topic. 
 
Resources and materials required 

● YouTube lecture videos produced by Clayton High School social studies department 
● 1” three-ring binder, notebook or lined paper, pens and pencils 

 
Course expectation 
We are responsible for respecting the learning environment by appropriately engaging with others, properly 
tending to bodily needs, and not using electronics. Consequences include being asked to leave for a private 
conference with the instructor. A few guidelines for behavior: 

● Use time to learn for that purpose rather than to discuss other matters with friends.  
● Use the restroom at the beginning or the end of class to reduce distractions during the lesson. 
● Use electronics mindfully. If direct instruction is going on, please keep them away. 

 
Absences and tardiness 
Students with absences must make up missed tests promptly by scheduling a time and day with the instructor. 
Tardiness is not being prepared for learning at the start of class as determined by the instructor. On a third 
tardy, students will be issued an after-school detention.  
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Grades and assessments 
Grades reflect the student’s knowledge and ability related to course objectives provided in class. Assessment 
of your mastery of objectives is measured by exams and projects (60%), in-class activities (20%), lecture 
quizzes (10%), and lecture notes (10%).  
 
Exams and projects (50%) 

● Four unit exams, including both multiple choice and free-response questions 
● One end-of-course exam, including multiple choice questions. 
● One long-term project final grade after reading a nonfiction book assignment. 

 
In-class activities (30%) 

● Four packets that include class activities and participation in simulations, due at the end of each unit. 
 
Lecture quizzes (10%) 

● Daily quizzes, including multiple choice questions, about online lectures and nonfiction book reading 
 
Lecture notes (10%) 

● Four sets of handwritten notes about the assigned online lectures, due at the end of each unit. 
 
Academic dishonesty 
Students who engage in any form of academic dishonesty will receive no credit for any work related to the 
dishonest activity. Academic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, and deception.  
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Course outline 
The course includes four units of study and five exams; see below for approximate test dates and overview: 
 

1. Development and structures of government (17 days) 
● Overview: In this unit, we will study the philosophical underpinnings of the U.S. 

Constitution and the development of the American governmental system. We also will 
examine major principles of democracy, and the events and circumstances that led to the 
creation of the Constitution. We will examine the organization and major principles of the 
U.S. Constitution, including the separation of powers and checks and balances. In addition, 
we will study the Bill of Rights and the amendments. You will simulate a Constitutional 
Convention for 2016 and design your own government. 

2. National government (17 days) 
● Overview: We will study the organization and powers of the legislative, executive, and 

judicial branches of the national government. Specifically, we will study the way a bill 
becomes a law, the organization of the executive branch and the federal bureaucracy, and the 
workings of the federal court system. In addition, you will simulate the workings of the 
House by researching and debating for or against a bill created from among you. 

● The multiple choice exam for this unit is the state-required U.S. Government exam. 
Students must pass the exam with a 70% to fulfill graduation requirements. 

3. Justice and civil rights (17 days) 
● Overview: For this unit, we will examine the workings of the justice system in America. We 

also will study specific court cases and examine their impact on the expansion of civil rights 
in America. You will simulate the workings of the Supreme Court or a state trial court. 

4. State government and participation (15 days) 
● Overview: We will review political ideologies and the political spectrum. We also will study 

the culture of and participation in American politics, particularly the role of money in 
American campaigns. We also will examine the Missouri government and Constitution. The 
Missouri judicial system also will be a focal point of study. 

● The multiple choice exam for this unit is the state-required Missouri Government exam. 
Students must pass the exam with a 70% to fulfill graduation requirements. 

5. Problems of democracy (15 days) 
● Overview: We will examine a current “problem of democracy”. You will choose and read a 

nonfiction book about the prison system, poverty, or some other topic related to 
government. You will create a project to respond to the problem and present your response 
to your peers. 
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